Department of Justice Statement

Friday, July 24, 2009
 

"After evaluating the facts and circumstances specific to the habeas case involving Mohammed Jawad, the Departments of Justice and Defense decided last week not to rely on Jawad's statements to Afghan and U.S. interrogators as evidence in this litigation. In light of the evidence that remains in the record, we informed the court today that we will no longer contest the writ of habeas corpus. Our decision not to contest the writ, however, does not resolve whether evidence would support a criminal prosecution stemming from Jawad's alleged attack on U.S. service members. 

"The Guantanamo Review Task Force has previously reviewed Jawad’s case and referred him for possible prosecution. Department prosecutors have also reviewed evidence that was not previously made available to the court in which an eyewitness alleges that he saw Jawad throw a grenade that wounded two American servicemembers. 

"The Attorney General has now directed that Department prosecutors expedite their review of his case so the Department can decide whether evidence exists to support a criminal case in federal court. We will make that determination as soon as possible.”
